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GENETICALLY MODIFIED CROPS FREE AREAS ACT — REINSTATEMENT 
Motion 

HON DIANE EVERS (South West) [2.55 pm]: I move — 

That given the government spoke so vigorously against the Genetically Modified Crops Free Areas 
Repeal Bill 2015 when in opposition, that the government now reinstate the Genetically Modified Crops 
Free Areas Act 2003. 

I appreciate this opportunity to speak as I was not in the last Parliament to speak on this issue when it came up to 
be repealed in the first place. I understand from looking back through Hansard that there was vigorous debate 
about what we should do with this legislation. I would like to start with a story. This is the story of Di and 
Ian Haggerty. The Haggertys are farmers from Wyalkatchem and farm 12 000 hectares over a number of different 
sites. They call what they do “natural intelligence agriculture”. They do use glyphosate but they have greatly 
reduced its use. They have eliminated all but a little glyphosate under certain circumstances. It is just the opposite 
to what happens when farming with genetically modified Roundup Ready canola. They limit the amount of 
chemical they put on their property. The Haggertys’ weeds are not nitrogen engorged from excessive chemical 
fertilisers and are easier to knock down with glyphosate. They have no chemically resistant weeds. In addition, the 
abundant microbial life in the soil breaks down glyphosate quite rapidly when it is applied. The Haggertys have 
improved yield and product quality, robust disease resistance and extraordinary climate variability resistance, and 
they have largely eliminated costly industrial inputs and so have enhanced profitability while virtually eliminating 
synthetic chemicals. 

This story is just one of many in a recent book by Charles Massy, Call of the Reed Warbler. In it he discusses 
many different stories across Australia of people trying new things. The book is available in the Parliamentary 
Library and I advise others to look at it. There is a story there for everyone. I am not a farmer. I do not have years 
of experience in the farming industry, but I come from the outside looking in, from a financial perspective and 
from a health and wellbeing perspective, and I would like to propose a new way of going forward in which we 
reinstate this act and again take control of what genetically modified crops are grown in Western Australia, because 
as it is, it is up to the federal regulator to determine what crops can be grown here. I do not feel that that is 
appropriate. 

The objective of the Genetically Modified Crops Free Areas Act 2003 was to allow the state government to 
designate areas of the state or the whole of the state as areas where GM crops may be grown in order to protect 
our GM-free markets until the industry was equipped to manage GM crops. The management included the 
segregation of GM and non-GM crops. This I will get to later. The important part is that we, not the federal 
government, can decide what crops are grown here. Through the federal government, the Office of the 
Gene Technology Regulator looks at certain aspects of whether the crop can be grown and whether we should or 
should not introduce it. It does not look at how that might affect our markets. That is an important point, because 
I want to maintain those GM-free markets, or any markets, for our farming communities, our farmers and our 
farming families. That is what we need to look at. Are the 70 per cent of farmers who are not growing GM canola 
protected? The issue of contamination is being considered through another process of this house. Contamination 
is real and it affects many farmers. 

I would like to read from the second reading speech for this bill from Hon Kim Chance in 2003 — 

The Bill will allow the State Government to designate areas of the State, or the whole State, as areas 
where specified genetically modified food crops may not be grown. This will be done by ministerial order 
if it is believed to be necessary to protect the State’s markets for conventional crops and to protect our 
reputation as a “clean, green” source of agricultural products. The State’s markets and its good reputation 
could be seriously damaged if the introduction of GM crops is allowed before proven segregation and 
identity preservation systems are in place. The legislation will make it an offence to knowingly cultivate 
a GM food crop in an area designated as GM free for that crop, and will allow substantial penalties to be 
imposed. 

He goes on to say — 

The Gene Technology Regulator is currently considering applications for the commercial release of 
GM canola varieties by Monsanto Australia and Bayer CropScience. The regulator’s decision will be 
made after a comprehensive assessment of the risks to human health and safety, and to the environment, 
of the release of GM canola and the management of those risks. However, the regulator’s decision will 
not take into account any risks to agricultural production systems or markets from the commercial 
release of GM canola; yet these are matters of great concern to the State, the community in general and 
farmers in particular. 
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As we know, South Australia still has a GM ban, and South Australian farmers are still able to sell their GM-free 
canola into markets such as the European Union. I will address this in greater depth at the next sitting of the house. 
There is a 0.9 per cent tolerance for genetically modified material. However, that does not apply to all countries in 
the European Union. In many of those countries the tolerance is set at zero, so that is what we would have to go 
with. Even for biofuels, the tolerance is zero. Therefore, there is a large market for GM-free canola. Much of Japan 
is also GM-free. Where will farmers go if they lose those markets because of the incursion of GM material? My 
concern is not so much with canola, although canola is a problem. If we introduce other GM crops, what will 
happen to farmers who want to sell into markets that want their products to be GM-free? 

The Genetically Modified Crops Free Areas Act received royal assent on 24 December 2003. That was only one 
week after Monsanto Australia and five months after Bayer CropScience had received their authorisation from the 
Office of the Gene Technology Regulator for the intentional release into the environment of genetically modified 
canola. There it is—if we had not had that act, the market might have been opened sooner and even more GM crops 
might now be grown in this state. 

In May 2004, in accordance with section 4 of the act, by order of the minister and published in the 
Government Gazette, the whole of Western Australia was designated as an area in which GM crops must not be 
cultivated. The act enables the designation of areas of the state in which cultivation of GM crops is not permitted. 
Now that the act is in place, an exemption order must be provided before growers can introduce GM crops that 
have been approved by the Gene Technology Regulator. 

Following on from that, in 2009, commercial plantings of GM cotton were permitted in the Ord River irrigation 
area. In 2010, commercial plantings of GM canola were permitted throughout Western Australia. So we can see 
that this act did not restrict all GM crops. The act provides the state with the ability to limit the introduction of 
new genetically modified organisms that may impact on the non-GM crops that may be currently growing. Without 
this act, we would hand this ability to the federal government through the Gene Technology Regulator. 

Let us take wheat as an example As far as I am aware, there are currently no commercial GM wheat crops. 
Although there have been GM wheat trials in Western Australia, these have not gone to full commercialisation. 
The United States still does not have commercial crops of GM wheat. I do not know about any other member of 
this place, but I do not see Western Australians being the guinea pig for GM wheat. If the Gene Technology 
Regulator says that it is okay to grow GM wheat in Western Australia, that would mean that people could plant 
GM wheat in this state. That could be a problem. Consumer research shows overwhelmingly that people do not 
want GM wheat in their bread. Currently, GM canola is used for oil. However, that oil does not contain the DNA 
of the canola plant. If we eat GM wheat, we are eating the genetically modified part of the wheat plant. Sure, there 
has been no peer-reviewed independent research that proves beyond doubt that GM wheat causes disease. 
However, there has also been no peer-reviewed independent research that proves beyond doubt that GM wheat 
does not cause a problem. We are yet to find out. Western Australians should not be prepared to be the guinea pig 
to find out whether this is the next cigarette smoke, the next asbestos, the next hydrofluorocarbon, or the next 
thalidomide. Many things are introduced, for a good reason, and we say we will see what happens, but they cause 
a lot of problems. We should not allow this to go ahead without giving the Western Australian Parliament the 
power to look into it and decide where we will go with it. 
In 2011, following the first GM canola trials, a petition was tabled in the Legislative Council by Hon Sally Talbot. 
Hon Sally Talbot’s submission to request the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs to inquire 
into the matters raised in the petition states in part — 

I am writing to indicate my strong support for the petition that I presented and tabled in the 
Legislative Council on Tuesday 21 June 2011. 
In 2010 the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Terry Redman, signed an exemption order to allow 
the commercial production of approved GM canola trials from 2010 in Western Australia, thereby 
allowing the commercial release of genetically modified … canola, despite strong indications that the 
majority of West Australians were opposed to the moratorium on GM crops being lifted. 
In response to this exemption order, on Wednesday 18 November 2009 approximately 500 people 
attended a rally at Parliament House opposing the commercial production of both GM cotton on the 
Ord River, and trials of GM canola in Western Australia. 
Minister Redman told the rally that his Department was progressing both commitments and he had 
“requested the Department of Agriculture and Food determine a pathway forward for trials of GM—
canola in WA.” 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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